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POSTULATES.

The First request I press upon my readers is a recognition of
the weakness of the reasons on account of which they have hitherto
trusted their senses, and the insecurity of all the judgments they
have based upon them. I beg them to revolve this in their minds
so long and so frequently that at length they will acquire the habit
of no longer reposing too much trust in them. For I deem that
this is necessary in order to attain to a perception of the certainty
of metaphysical truths [not dependent on the senses].

Secondly, I ask them to make an object of study of their own
mind and all the attributes attaching to it, of which they find they
cannot doubt, notwithstanding it be supposed that whatever they
have at any time derived from their senses is false; and I beg
them not to desist from attending to it, until they have acquired
the habit of perceiving it distinctly and of believing that it can be
more readily known than any corporeal thing.

Thirdly, I bid them carefully rehearse those propositions, in-
telligible per se, which they find they possess, e.g. that the same
thing cannot at the same time both be and not be; that nothing
cannot be the efficient cause of anything, and so forth.; and thus-
employ in its purity, and in freedom from the interference of the
senses, that clarity of understanding that nature has implanted in
them, but which sensuous objects are wont to disturb and obscure.
For by this means the truth of the following Axioms will easily
become evident to them.

Fourthly, I postulate an examination of the ideas of those
natures in which there is a complex of many coexistent attri-
butes, such as e.g. the nature of the triangle or of the square, or
of any other figure; and so too the nature of Mind, the nature of
Body, and above all the nature of God, or of a supremely perfect
entity. My readers must also notice that everything which we
perceive to be contained in these natures can be truly predicated
of the things themselves. For example, because the equality of
its three angles to two right angles is contained in the idea of the
Triangle, and divisibility is contained -in the nature of Body or of
extended thing (for we can conceive nothing that is extended as
being so small as not to be capable of being divided in thought
at least), we constantly assert that in every Triangle the angles are
equal to two right angles, and that every Body is divisible.